
 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Speaker Carl Heastie 
Legislative Office Building, Room 932 
Albany, NY 12248 
speaker@nysassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Speaker Heastie: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member David Weprin 
Legislative Office Building, Room 526 
Albany, NY 12248 
WeprinD@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Weprin: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Richard Gottfried 
Legislative Office Building, Room 822 
Albany, NY 12248 
GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Gottfried: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Steven Cymbrowitz 
Legislative Office Building, Room 943  
Albany, NY 12248 
CymbroS@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Cymbrowitz: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Walter Mosley 
Legislative Office Building, Room 822 
Albany, NY 12248 
MosleyW@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Mosley: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Luis Sepulveda 
Legislative Office Building, Room 746 
Albany, NY 12248 
SepulvedaL@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Sepulveda: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Amy Paulin 
Legislative Office Building, Room 422 
Albany, NY 12248 
PaulinA@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Paulin: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Inez Dickens 
Legislative Office Building, Room 819 
Albany, NY 12248 
DickensI@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Dickens: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Pamela Harris 
Legislative Office Building, Room 324 
Albany, NY 12248 
HarrisP@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Harris: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Michael DenDekker 
Legislative Office Building, Room 841  
Albany, NY 12248 
DenDekkerM@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member DenDekker: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member William Colton 
Legislative Office Building, Room 733 
Albany, NY 12248 
ColtonW@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Colton: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Erik Dilan 
Legislative Office Building, Room 639 
Albany, NY 12248 
DilanE@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Dilan: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Kenneth Zobrowski 
Legislative Office Building, Room 424 
Albany, NY 12248 
ZebrowskiK@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Zobrowski: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Billy Jones 
Legislative Office Building, Room 534 
Albany, NY 12248 
JonesB@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Jones: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Anthony Brindinsi 
Legislative Office Building, Room 538 
Albany, NY 12248 
brindisa@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Brindinsi: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Patricia Fahy 
Legislative Office Building, Room 452 
Albany, NY 12248 
FahyP@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Fahy: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Dov Hikind 
Legislative Office Building, Room 551 
Albany, NY 12248 
HikindD@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Hikind: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Robert Rodriguez 
Legislative Office Building, Room 729 
Albany, NY 12248 
Rrodriguez@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Rodriguez: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Pheffer Amato 
Legislative Office Building, Room 827 
Albany, NY 12248 
amatos@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Amato: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Jeffrey Dinowitz 
Legislative Office Building, Room 831 
Albany, NY 12248 
DinowiJ@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Dinowitz: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Michael Miller 
Legislative Office Building, Room 519 
Albany, NY 12248 
MillerMG@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Miller: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Matthew Titone 
Legislative Office Building, Room 941 
Albany, NY 12248 
TitoneM@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Titone: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Clyde Vanel 
Legislative Office Building, Room 548 
Albany, NY 12248 
VanelC@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Vanel: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Anthony D'Urso 
Legislative Office Building, Room 920 
Albany, NY 12248 
dursoa@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member D'Urso: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Frank Skartados 
Legislative Office Building, Room 435 
Albany, NY 12248 
SkartadosF@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Skartados: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Christine Pellegrino 
Legislative Office Building, Room 433 
Albany, NY 12248 
PellegrinoC@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Pellegrino: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Marcos Crespo 
Legislative Office Building, Room 454 
Albany, NY 12248 
CrespoM@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Crespo: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Sandy Galef 
Legislative Office Building, Room 641 
Albany, NY 12248 
Galefs@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Galef: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Fred Thiele 
Legislative Office Building, Room 622 
Albany, NY 12248 
ThieleF@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Thiele: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Willaim Magee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 828 
Albany, NY 12248 
MageeW@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Magee: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Felix Ortiz 
Legislative Office Building, Room 731 
Albany, NY 12248 
OrtizF@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Ortiz: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member John McDonald 
Legislative Office Building, Room 417 
Albany, NY 12248 
McDonaldJ@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member McDonald: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Jose Rivera 
Legislative Office Building, Room 536 
Albany, NY 12248 
RiveraJ@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Rivera: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Philip Ramos 
Legislative Office Building, Room 648 
Albany, NY 12248 
RamosP@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Ramos: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Dan Quart 
Legislative Office Building, Room 741 
Albany, NY 12248 
quartd@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Quart: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Phil Steck 
Legislative Office Building, Room 702 
Albany, NY 12248 
SteckP@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Steck: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member James Skoufis 
Legislative Office Building, Room 704 
Albany, NY 12248 
skoufisj@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Skoufis: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Angelo Santabarbara 
Legislative Office Building, Room 654 
Albany, NY 12248 
SantabarbaraA@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Santabarbara: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Michael Bendetto 
Legislative Office Building, Room 842 
Albany, NY 12248 
BenedettoM@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Bendetto: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Michael Cusick 
Legislative Office Building, Room 724 
Albany, NY 12248 
CusickM@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Cusick: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Ron Kim 
Legislative Office Building, Room 419 
Albany, NY 12248 
KimR@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Kim: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Thomas Abinanti 
Legislative Office Building, Room 744  
Albany, NY 12248 
abinantit@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Abinanti: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Joseph Lentol 
Legislative Office Building, Room 632 
Albany, NY 12248 
LentolJ@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Lentol: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Robert Carroll 
Legislative Office Building, Room 429 
Albany, NY 12248 
CarrollR@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Carroll: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Latonya Joyner 
Legislative Office Building, Room 427 
Albany, NY 12248 
JoynerL@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Joyner: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Earlene Hoop 
Legislative Office Building, Room 739 
Albany, NY 12248 
BurnsM@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Hoop: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member David Buchwald 
Legislative Office Building, Room 331 
Albany, NY 12248 
BuchwaldD@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Buchwald: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Peter Abbate 
Legislative Office Building, Room 839  
Albany, NY 12248 
abbatep@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Abbate: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Al Taylor 
Legislative Office Building, Room 633 
Albany, NY 12248 
taylora@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Taylor: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Aileen Gunther 
Legislative Office Building, Room 826 
Albany, NY 12248 
GuntheA@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Gunther: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Donna Lupardo 
Legislative Office Building, Room 824 
Albany, NY 12248 
LupardoD@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Lupardo: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member David McDonough 
Legislative Office Building, Room 443 
Albany, NY 12248 
mcdonoughd@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member McDonough: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Daniel O'Donnell 
Legislative Office Building, Room 712 
Albany, NY 12248 
OdonnellD@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member O'Donnell: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Deborah Glick 
Legislative Office Building, Room 717 
Albany, NY 12248 
GlickD@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Glick: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member N. Nick Perry 
Legislative Office Building, Room 736 
Albany, NY 12248 
PerryN@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Perry: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Jeffrion Aubry 
Legislative Office Building, Room 646 
Albany, NY 12248 
AubryJ@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Aubry: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Latrice Walker 
Legislative Office Building, Room 628 
Albany, NY 12248 
WalkerL@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Walker: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Vivian Cook 
Legislative Office Building, Room 939 
Albany, NY 12248 
CookV@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Cook: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Aravella Simotas 
Legislative Office Building, Room 652 
Albany, NY 12248 
simotasa@nyassembly.gov 

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Simotas: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

Derrick D. Cephas, Acting Chair 
Stanley Richards, Acting Vice-Chair 
Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Hon. Bryanne Hamill 
Jennifer Jones Austin 
James Perrino 
Michael J. Regan 
Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 

Martha W. King 
   Executive Director 



In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  

Honorable Bryanne Hamill 
Board Member 

Jennifer Jones Austin, Esq. 
Board Member

James Perrino 
Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 



 
BOARD OF CORRECTION 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
1 CENTRE STREET, RM 2213 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
212 669-7900 (Office) 

212 669-7980 (Fax) 

Assembly Member Michael Blake 
Room 919 LOB  
Albany, NY 12248 
blakem@nyassembly.gov  

March 27, 2018 

Dear Assembly Member Blake: 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 
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In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member

p.p.  
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Board Member 
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Board Member
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Board Member 

Michael J. Regan 
Board Member

Steven M. Safyer, M.D. 
Board Member 
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March 27, 2018 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

We write to express our support for legislation A6838 and to describe from the 
perspective of the New York City Board of Correction the need for the appropriate use of 
body scanners in the New York City jails.   By effectively detecting contraband, which 
currently cannot be detected in the City’s jails, these scanners will provide an increased 
measure of safety to people working in the jails and to people in custody therein.  

Slashings and stabbings remain an alarming threat in the city’s jails. There were 132 
slashings in the City’s jails in 2017, and 19 in this year to date.  These scanners would 
improve the Department of Correction’s ability to identify and remove dangerous 
weapons, including knives and scalpels, which currently cannot be detected by metal 
detectors and are small enough to avoid detection during a pat frisk.  The Department of 
Correction has been limited in its ability to stop the slashings, in part, because it does not 
have a reliable mechanism to find these weapons and remove them from circulation.   

The Board recognizes that any exposure to additional ionizing radiation, even in this case 
when data suggests that the exposure is very low risk, should be taken seriously. 
Regulation and oversight by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will 
create parameters for safe utilization of these scanners.  

New York City has already taken significant steps towards safer, fairer, and more 
humane jails, including major increases in programming; new intensive care mental 
health units; expanded training for uniform staff; new regulations to prevent and respond 
to sexual violence; nation-leading reforms of punitive segregation; and a city-wide 
commitment to a reduced jail population.  Used in partnership with these other initiatives, 
the body scanners will undoubtedly contribute to a decrease in violence in the City’s jails. 

In asking for your support of this legislation, we are proud to join with New York City 
Department of Correction Commissioner Cynthia Brann, New York City Council 
Member Keith Powers and his colleagues, New York State Senate Majority Leader John 
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Flanagan and his colleagues, COBA President Elias Husamudeen and the City’s 
correction officers, as well as community-based organizations such as Osborne 
Association, Fortune Society, and many others. 

We urge you and our other state legislators to pass A6838 and allow the use of body 
scanners in the New York City jails.  This change will have an immediate and significant 
impact of the reduction of violence and contraband.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions with regard to our support of the legislation or to otherwise 
discuss this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Derrick D. Cephas 
Acting Chair 

Martha W. King 
Executive Director

Stanley Richards 
Acting Vice-Chair 

Robert L. Cohen, M.D. 
Board Member
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